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The telephone systen, rioeganiass t 
consists of two seettoan, aval and the official, operating as 
separate netyerks (conrections between them are forbifden by Russian 
orders). ‘The ehtef conveyors of + official networs ara controlied 
by Relle and Magdeburg, and ofly connections to adfacint Kpeise and 
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The five largest of the thirty=th,e pre-war telephone offices were desatroved and — 
the communication system was order:d reduced by the Potadam Agreement. In con= 
sequence, 15U6 kilometers ef telenions trunk Lines were dismantled in 1946 and 
seventy-two additional in 1917. llective repeater and frequency~,earing in~ 
stallations had to be released, az will as 24,000 desk telephones. Teday ouly 
1164 kilometers of telephone trunk lines exist, and only about half of these are 
usable. Of these lines, about sinty percent have been requisitioned by the 
occupation forces, so that at mous ten percent of previous traffic Lines are 
available to the Geman populatloi.. | 

Avout forty percent of the line capacity | 
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cause of this reduction of juoviee, individu.l calls are very 

difficult and huve to be limited in time, and telephone costs nave 


risen proportionately, 


Interzonal telephone traf/ie 1s pert! ‘ct: ote ne tion 
forces after special application and erieustive i: tigal 


hend Sexony-anhalt, up wo april 1°47, 
allowed Interzonel conversations. 
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Toe telegraph Syiten, with thirteen linss nebualiy in operation 
is tolerated tacitivy by SHA because “t was evident that without 
tglepranhie commmication German government offices sould not 
evecite Russian orders promptly. The tines In Saxony-Arhalt are 
controlled by the police, but equipment ané personnel are admin- 
istered by the government. The Land system is connected with the 
Soviet Zone system, the Central Administration, and the office of 
ABN (Aligemeine Deutsches Nachrichtenbllro} . 
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2s The supply gs tuscilon rnd its d@iffiew ties were summarised. ALT 
:  - _metemted on hand a& the tine cP the Ges anter vas seized 
and ell material that had come Prom ih nplice had to de 
surrenfered to the ocevpring powers as war booty. geent quotas 
for mintenance and eonatruction are so srall that they will not 
permit continuance of communications traffic. 
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8. The German Postal Services 1s noc administer 


‘ = Communicaticns Department but has its own se te administrative 
end financial offices. The number of formes is in pest office. 
positions was estimated as seventeen percent; the post offices had 
been particularly infiltrated with Nasis. Cooperation bo twe on 
the Post Office and the Postal Department wac deseribed as diffi- 
enit heeause cf the bureaurratic character whith still prevails — 
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9. In the radio network, the Land broadcasting station Barnburg (p76) : 

was rebuilt, nrinelpally wader the Postal and Cowmuntes tions r 

Department auspices, since the Postal Service alone wes not gts r 

= ' to handle the work. Difficulties in restoring radio equipment 
were digeussad: it was pointed out that no factory for radio tubes ; 

exists in the Russian Zonesand that goods to barter fox tubes from 


the West were virtually non-existent. Radic restoration for the 
eivilien sector ts dependent upon the approval of Jicenses by SMA, 
Svecial. arrangenonts were to be rade for uzoviding radios to the 
blind, sinee that is theiy only means of potitteal veerteontation, 
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10. Until the summer of 19¢4, the weather service hac 
Postal and Cowmenicaticns department; i: is now 
of Agriculture and Forestry. About seventy-Tive pepeant 
reconstruction has been completed . 
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